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Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed July 22, 2005. Claims 1-93 are pending. 
Claims 1-93 were restricted under 35 USC § 121 as follows: 

I. Claims 1-59, 62-66, 70-72 and 75-88 are said to be drawn to a polymer 
composition, classified in Class 523, subclass 122; 

II. Claims 60, 61 , 67-69, 73, 74 and 89-93 are said to be drawn to medical article, 
classified in Class 427, subclass 2.31; 

Applicants elect to prosecute Group I (Claims 1-59, 62-66, 70-72 and 75-88) without 
traverse. 

Further, the Examiner requested that Applicants select a species for prosecution on the 
merits. For purposes of the election requirement, the Examiner requested that Applicants elect a 
hydrophilic polymer. Pursuant to the Examiner's request regarding the selection of species, 
Applicants elect with traverse the quaternary ammonium salt of an organic polymer of claim 5, 
which are encompassed by the claims of Group I. 

The Examiner is requested, to note that MPEP 809.02 provides that "when a generic claim 
is subsequently held to be allowable . . . and all claims are embraced by an allowable generic 
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claim . . . Applicant should be advised of the allowable generic claim and that the claims to the 
non-elected species are no longer withdrawn since they are fully embraced by the allowed generic 
claim." Thus, the election is with traverse to the extent that it is understood that (a) the 
requirement will be withdrawn upon the finding of an allowable genus; and (b) any species 
withdrawn from consideration will be transferred to the elected subject matter unless it is found 
palentably distinct from the elected or allowed claims. Applicants traverse on the grounds that 
Ae generic claim includes sufficiently few related species that a search and examination of all the 
species at one time would not impose a serious burden on the Examiner. 

Il is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a fee is required, please charge the 
fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
indicated telephone number with questions that can be resolved with a simple teleconference. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(LuSAA&t 3Q6S Bv: 7ff ^W^^ 

Date 0 Nancy M. Laitfbert, No.; 44,856 

Telephone No.: 651-733-2180 

Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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